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THE KEHEWIN SCHOOL 


A Working Philosophy 


The purpose of education, ong any paebl esp is to prepare each 
person for lifes and to Beveien his full’ potential as a human 
being. In most cases education prepares people to functicn as 
Peer enbeneay their own society, and educational processes 
therefore evolve from the needs and the living patterns of that 
particular society. Kehewin is a developing, enterprising 
community that is striving for complete freedom and self-suffi- 
ciency. Its people wish to equip themselves witn the raining 
cand new awareness necessary to make then a valuable part of 
Canadian society, and at the same time return to the well-founded 
values and life-style that was part of their own ancient culture. 
Education at Kenewin will therefore have tvs roles to satisty: 
Like the educetional systems of most Western communities, it must 
offer to the people of Kehewin the type and scope of training 
necessary to ellcw them to function as useful and proud members of 
Canadian society and, uniike most ctnar ecuce tional systems, it 


must generate emong the Indian Pespie a strong awareness of the 


aca: Felo A, (48 . ; 

rdex Noi “a 058780 
ica «6G et = <d 

co, Woz ofhica of BOREAL INSTiiU. 


. f LIBRAR 
Mating ALfacr< ¥ 


oe, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Alberta Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/kehewinschoolwor0Ocard - 


worth of their own culture, so that they may go through life 


with a feeling of confidence and dignity in being Indian. 


If educationat Kehewin is to serve these purposes, it is obvicus 
that the schools and “wave i methods and attitudes of most Albertan 
communities will not be adequate for Kehewin. The complete 
Anglo-European-Canadian educational system is a reflection of its 

own culture, and is designed to instil] in its children a respect 

for the Anglo-European-Canadian culture.. ‘The Alberta schcol 

curriculums, their learning materials such as textbooks, their teaching 
methods and attitudes, and their school environment, are all consistent 
with the Anglo-European-Canacian philosophy and life-style. It is” 
therefore very relevant to Canadian children, because it is meaningful 

to their lives. But for Indian People such a system would 8 irrelevant, 
because it takes no notice of the special Seeteimannl and unique life-style 
of the Indian. Inmanycases, in fact, it prevents en Indian from 
attaining a full development, by exposing him to a totally different 
culture which is opposed in several ways to his cwn wavs of thinking - 

and living. Education at Kehewin, it “es SNELSTES. must be relevant to the 
Indian People of Kehewin; it must teach suojgect matter that prepares 

the fidian for his roles in the tuo cultures, anc it must adept teaching 
methods, attitudes and environments that contain the best aspects a 


the traditional Indian ways of learning. 
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Indian children must, as far as possible, be alloved to 
learn in the context of their own culture and through the 
medium of their own language. Indian teachers trained 
in Indian ways must be present in every classroom. A 
knowledge cf English must be acquired as a etree life 
in non-Indian society, but not as the chief medium of 
learning. Non-Indian coechene must be trained to understand 
and appreciate the Indian culture before they can be entrusted 
with the education of Indian children. | 

( | 
The educational system must regard each person as: an 
individual, with unique learning needs and abilities, ana 
his education must relate to them. Students must not 
always be taught in large croups, at a pace which suits 


no one; each child must learn at his own pace and according 


to his own learning inclinations, and teachers must respond 


to the needs of each student ina way which is not possible 


in large group teaching conditicns. 


The learning process must not be limited to the old-fashioned 


"classroom"; learning must be allowea to take place, whenever 
possible, in a natural setting reflecting the Indian's 
traditional closeness with nature. It must always be related 
to the processes of nature and iife, so that it never loses 
its relevance to the life-needs of the student. Even the 
Western subjects must be taught in such a way thet their 
importance in the Indian's Gay fieins 18, unlSrSto0G,” It 
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environment must be such that it makes the learning process 
an exciting experience. 
4. 


Wherever possible, an ungraded system of teaching must be 
edopted, so that each individual is. encouraged to follow 
the path of learning that suits him, and not be hampered by 
the rigid "classroom “at teetbookt format of most schools. 


The student must have free access, at all times, to an 


abundance of learning materials, so that he is encouraged to 


experience. 


discover knowledge. through his avn efforts. Thus the educational 
system must be mainly a learning experience rather than a teaching 


s 


These educational goals, which are necessary if Kehewin is to have 


a sound educational system, cannot be reached through the typical 


2 


schoolhouse, with its straignt rows of equal-sized classrooms, its 


strict teachers lecturing to a group cf thirty boys and girls, and 


its equal "periods" of lectures arranged cn a rigid military arran 


am 


gement ° 
The tearning materials, such as booxs, magazines, maps, pictures, 


"classrocm", and only in the fo 


Ss 
Lebes, 
a) a 


slides, and sc on must not be availabie to the student only ina 


fhdest” 
wants to offer it; a student must ba ab 


whenever he needs them, from their 


shen the teacher 
le te g2t any of these materials 
jaca oF stcrage in a learning 
materiats centre, cr Resources Centre. The squal-sized cl 
mee* he replaced by a grouping o 
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designed for ali the different types of peat hue Situations: single 
students wishing to study or listen to a tape sone a small group 

of students engaged in group discussion or problem-solving; a larce 
group of students watching a slide presentation or listening to a 
lecture; and so on. Thus the traditional schoolhouse can be replaced 
by a Resources Centre set in the middle of a group of learning spaces; 
and at the focus of the design effort will be the individual student 
seeking knowledge through all the sources realy available to him; and 


learning will happen in a number of different rooms that are each 


suited to a particular type of learning’ situation. 


This Resources Centre must not be available only to children, and 
only during limited "school hours". It should be a Community Resources 
Centre, open to the whole conmmunity all the time, so that there is 

no limitation on the learning Opportunities for all members of the 
community, young and old. The Centre will serve as the storehouse 
for all the educational and informative materiais of the Reserve, and 
‘the whole tribe will benefit from this shared wealth of resource. 
are the assistance of teachers is needed, they will 2g available 

to instruct and guide anyone Byishing to learn; tna various learning 
spaces will be used at all times of tne day, including the evening 
and night hours when most scnocis remain idje. Thus "going to schcol" 
wil] not be a miserable eee iencs for the children of Kehewin; 
“coming to satisfy cne's desire to leara” will become a productive 


experience which everyone on the Reserve will enjoy. 


ait, 1s important ve this: school not ceveics 26 an isaiated facility 
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functioning alccat from the rest cf tho COT oY farses tea ares 
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is an important and integral part of the whole effort of cevelcpment 
and growth at Kehewin. The school must be aya of as a very 
necessary part of the community, and it must be so designed and jecated 
as to be closely interwoven with the daily life on the Reserve. Just 
as the resources of the "school" ah AE oe everyone, all the 
other facilities normally provided in a school will also be shared 

and enjoyed by the whole community. The gymnasium will be designed 
not just for the children of the school, but for the indoor sports 

and recreational activities of the whole tribe. There will be a 

museum or natural history and Indian history in this complex, which 
will be not only an educational space for eraidren but also the 
Reserve's collection of all the materials, data and knowledge relating 
to the Indian culture. The see provided in this school for gatherings 
of children will also be used as et snee hall and for a number of 

other social activities, in the evenings and on weekends. The school 
vill therefore no longer be just a simple group of classrocms --- it 
will be the educational, recreational, cultural and social centre 

for the whole reserve. It will not be a separate building, aloof 

from the rest of the community; it will be an intrinsic Pe of the 
peneuin Village and will always be at the ee of the eoty life 

of Kehewin. It will demonstrate, by its own design and usage, how 

all the different daily activities of a group of peopte can be 
Mrecrated into one complex, giving the pecple a new strength througn 
unity and oneness. pat 
Ppetinterior of the school will be imaginatively designed to ensance 
the whole learning process. acause the entire facility --- and not Just the 


classrooms --- is a learning centre, every. spzee in the but 
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including tne corridors, the mechanical rocms and so on, will 

function as a learning space. Long, narrow aah Will not exist 
here; each room will be specially shaped to suit the activity 

inside the room, and these rooms wil] be clustered around concourse 
spaces so that corridors are kept to a minimum. These Percoursest aD 
be "student spaces", and can be used for a variety of purposes, such 
as Student lounging, small-scale prometic presentations, art and craft 
displays, and so a Colours will be chosen with consideration for 
their effects on the mocds, attitudes and performing SNES of me 
and artwork will, be permanently displayed in concourse areas reflectinc 
the Indian culture. Mosaics will be displayed on the walls, relating 
tales of the Indian past. Lighting, sound, and other engineering 
systems will be carefully selected so that they are suited to each 
type of learning activity taking place in the school. Constructional 
methods and materials, and other technological developments that: are 
in wide use. today in this country, will be brought to the benefit of 
the neaple of eR they will be used only where they help to 


improve the learning condition. To refiect the ever-changing and 


~ 


growing educational needs of Kehewin, BNE school and all its community- 09 


shared facilities will be designed as organic Ee dies Paice are 
aqiays ready te grow and change. The design of interior partitions, 
_ the asain sere and the overall planning will all be designed to 
allow the spaces to constantly adapt to changing needs, so thet the 


whole complex will always be relevant to the ccmmunity's neecs. 


Thus the Kehewin School will show, by its cesign ang the way 3t.gs 


used, that the learning srocess is somathins that happens througnsut 
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a person's daily life, in many different wayS, in many citferent 
kinds of spaces --- and that the Indian path to knowlecge is truly 


an exciting cone. 
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